between 21st and 25th of August. The local organizer was the Hungarian Biophysical Society, lead by László Zimányi (Biological Research Center of HAS, Szeged) as the chairman of the organizing committee. The meeting was also supported by the European Biophysical Societies' Association and the International Union for Pure and Applied Biophysics. A team of experts delegated by the Biophysical Societies of the region (Austria, Croatia, Hungary, Italy, Serbia, and Slovenia) was responsible for the scientiWc program. The conference's main idea was to bring biophysicists together and organize topical sessions with internationally recognized experts from the region as well as from other countries such as Germany, the United States of America, Switzerland and France. Altogether, more than 150 participants attended the conference and the topics discussed during the lectures and poster presentations were Macromolecular structure and function; Membranes, receptors and channels; Photobiophysics and biological energy conversion; Functional lipidomics; Biophysics of cells, tissues and organs; Physical models of complex biological systems, systems biology and networks; Advances in spectroscopy; Nanotechnology of biological materials, biosensors and medical applications; Single molecule techniques, advances in microscopy and imaging; Theoretical biophysics, bioinformatics and computer modeling.
Participants of both the conferences were invited to write primarily research papers for the European Biophysics Journal (EBJ). The manuscripts went through the regular review process and the accepted manuscripts are published in the current issue of EBJ. Our intention with this special issue is to give a cross section of biophysics-oriented research in the region and call the attention of the scientiWc community to laboratories conducting high quality research in this region for potential collaborations and building research networks.
We hope that assembly of these papers into a special issue gives a good impression of the wide variety of research and projects running in the contributing laboratories. On behalf of both organizing committees and with the anticipation of a good reception of this issue we wish pleasant time with reading the papers.
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